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Lesson Plan 

Art Recipes: Describing, Listening, and Doing 
 

Grade Level: Early Elementary 
Second and Third Grades 
40-Minute Periods: 2 
 
Description:  
Sol LeWitt is an artist who writes instructions for others to make a piece of art. These 
instructional pieces can be compared to recipes. Students will actualize two of LeWitt’s recipes, 
then draw their own recipes for the rest of the class to follow. Along with drawing and using 
one’s imagination, this project focuses on listening, following directions, and being able to 
describe what you see. This lesson additionally supports math learning with the concept of parts 
making up a whole. Students and teachers are often separated into distinct roles, which do not 
overlap. Making art recipes allows students to help take charge of the classroom, actively 
deciding what the class should create. This lesson can be modified for ESL students and for 
exceptional learners.  
 
Big Idea: Parts / Whole 
Essential Questions:  
-What can be made from a recipe? 
-How do you write a recipe?  
-What words can we use to describe what we see?  
Vocabulary: recipe, instructions, ingredients, chef 
 
Objectives: Students will: 
1). Compare Sol LeWitt to a chef, and his instructional art to writing recipes (27.A.1b).  
2). Draw a picture with three elements and at least 3 colors (26.B.1d).  
3). Describe their drawing to the rest of the class, and follow the directions their classmates give 
them for creating a piece of art (25.A.1d).  
 
State Goals:  
27.A.1b Identify how the arts contribute to communication, celebrations, occupations and 
recreation. 
26.B.1d Demonstrate knowledge and skills to create visual works of art using manipulation, eye-
hand coordination, building and imagination.  
25.A.1d Identify the elements of line, shape, space, color and texture; the principles of repetition 
and pattern; and the expressive qualities of mood, emotion and pictorial representation. 
 
Social Justice Standard: Democratic Education  
This lesson plan opposes authoritarian education, official voices, received knowledge; it 
advocates education that opens up possibilities that depends on and encourages student 
ownership.  
 
Materials and Equipment List:  
A powerpoint (or color prints) of the images listed in the Annotated Image List 
Markers (6-8 colors for each student)  
Half-sheets of heavy weight paper (white paper or no more than 2-3 different colors)  



Exemplar: 

 
My instructions for this piece would be:  
• Draw a pink, grilled cheese sandwich in the center.  
• Draw a happy, green triangle at the left. 
• Draw an empty, blue square at the bottom. 
 
Prior Knowledge Activities:  
Students could easily be confused at the notion of an artist who writes instructions for other 
people to draw. Thus, Sol LeWitt will be compared to a chef/cook, and his art to recipes—two 
concepts with which elementary students will likely be familiar. 
 
Procedure:  
(Asterisks signify literacy-building activities.) 
 

1. Discuss the food-recipes and Sol LeWitt’s art in the Annotated Image List (attached) (5 
minutes).  

2. Have the class try to draw two of Sol LeWitt’s recipes (5 minutes).  
3. Now the students will make their own art-recipes. Instruct them to draw 3 things on a 

half-sheet of paper, using at least 3 colors (encourage them to keep it simple because of 
time constraints). Write their name on the back with a star to indicate it was the original 
recipe (5 minutes).  

4. *Now the class will try to draw each student’s recipe. Each student will come to the front 
of the class one by one. Hide the drawing from the rest of the class—only the teacher 
and the artist should be able to see it. Ask the student: “What is the first [second, third] 
thing you drew?” “What color is it?” “Where is it on the page?” (Top, bottom, left, right, 
over, under?). Have the student try to project their voice so that the entire class can 
hear. Encourage detailed descriptions, but also repeat their instructions in a concise 
manner (“It’s a dinosaur! A T-Rex. It’s green with yellow polka dots and orange hair and 
it likes to run fast and it has a moustache!” = “Draw a green T-Rex with a moustache.”) 

5. *As the art-chef describes what they drew, the rest of the class should listen carefully 
and draw what is described. They also need to write their name on the back of each 
drawing.  

6. Limit the each session to about 3 minutes. After 3 minutes, the original artist can show 
his or her recipe to the class, sit down, and another student can be called up. Say “thank 
you for sharing your recipe with us” when one finishes, or perhaps have the class clap.  

7. Allow every student to share their recipe with the rest of the class. If you have a large 
class, you could extend this lesson to more than one day. Make sure you allow 5 
minutes to clean up.  



*Closing Activity: End the last day by having students vote “true or false” (or “yes or no”) 
on a series of questions you ask them to test for knowledge. They can vote by giving 
thumbs up or thumbs down, sitting or standing, etc. These true or false statements can 
include: “Art can be made from a recipe,” “If you make art from a recipe you have to eat it,” 
“Sol LeWitt did not paint his own paintings,” etc.  

 
Adaptation for Exceptional Students:  
This lesson can be explained to exceptional students and non-English speakers through the 
English and Spanish step-by-step instructions in the attached handouts. Additionally, if English 
is the second language for some students, translate key words like recipe, chef, and ingredients 
throughout the lesson. The number of requirements can be lessened for exceptional students.    
 
Rubric and Assessment: 
Keep track of the 3 instructions each “art chef” gives their classmates, in order to check to see 
how closely the rest of the class listened and followed directions. (Is the “purple alien” green 
instead of purple? Is the “orange T-rex with a moustache” missing facial hair? etc.) The closing 
activity can be used to assess your teaching, the structure of this lesson, and how much 
students actually learned– if the majority of students answer correctly, then the concepts were 
taught efficiently. If not, then the lesson needs to be revised. 
 

 Drawn Recipe Sharing and Describing Following Directions 
Excellent The Student drew 

exactly 3 objects 
on their page, and 
used at least 3 
colors.  

The student shares his recipe 
with the class. He projects his 
voice so everyone can hear. 
His descriptions are detailed 
and accurate.  

The student consistently 
followed all of the 
directions with each 
drawing. Only a few 
mistakes were made.  

Good The student drew  
2 or 4 objects on 
their page with 
multiple colors.  

The student shares his recipe 
with the class. He uses a quiet 
voice but tries to be loud when 
reminded. His descriptions are 
not very detailed, but accurate.  

The student followed most 
of the directions, but 
consistently mixed up a 
few things in each drawing.  

Poor The student drew a 
picture where 
dozens of things 
are happening, or 
where only one 
thing is happening. 
It cannot be easily 
separated into 3 
parts. Only 1 or 2 
colors are used.  
 

The student does not share his 
recipe with the class, or only 
whispers his directions to the 
teacher. His descriptions are 
incomplete or inaccurate.  

The student consistently 
did not follow directions. 
Their drawings in no way 
resemble the original 
recipes, or they refuse to 
participate.  

 
Additional Resources and Bibliography:  
“Art Institute Installations: Wall Drawing #1111 by Sol LeWitt” 

http://www.artbabble.org/video/aic/art-institute-installations-wall-drawing-1111-sol-lewitt 
http://blog.artic.edu/blog/2010/06/22/installing-sol-lewitt/ 

“Sol LeWitt: A Wall Drawing Retrospective (Now on view through 2033)” 
http://www.massmoca.org/lewitt/ 
http://www.massmoca.org/event_details.php?id=27 



“DIY: Install Your Own Sol LeWitt Mural” 
http://artsandwich.wordpress.com/2010/08/31/diy-install-your-own-sol-lewitt-mural/ 



Annotated Image List 
 

 
 
Q: How many of you have eaten a hot dog before? (raise hands to vote) 
     Have any of you ever made a hot dog before? (raise hands to vote) 
 
Q: What do you like to put on your hot dog?  
     What if we were to make this hot dog in the picture, what would we need?  
     (Point out the different ingrediants in the picture) 
 
     This is called a recipe! (Spanish: receta) 
 

 
 
Q: What if we wanted to make a RECIPE out of this? What ingredients would we need?  
 
    (Prompt them by asking questions about what they see - what media could it be made out of,      
     what colors would they need, what shapes would they need to paint, where are the shapes  
     located on the painting?)   

Sol LeWitt 
 
Wall Drawing 396:  
A black five-pointed 
star, a yellow six-
pointed star, a red 
seven-pointed star, 
and a blue eight-
pointed star, drawn in 
color and India ink 
washes.  
 
May 1983 
 



 

 
 
This is Sol LeWitt. He is an artist. But he’s also kind of like a chef. (Spanish: un cocinero)  
He makes drawings. But he doesn’t draw them; he likes to tell other people how to draw them.  
He makes art recipes!  
 
Q: Should we try to draw one? (Pass out a half-sheet of paper and markers to each student) 
     “Draw a black square, with a white border, on a blue background.” 
 
(When everyone is done drawing - give them 2 minutes - show them LeWitt’s version:) 
 

 
 
Q: Does everyone’s look like this one?  
     Is it ok if they don’t all look exactly the same? (Yes!) 
 
 

Sol LeWitt 
 
Wall Drawing 725 
On a blue wall, a black 
square within a white 
border. 
 
Acrylic Paint 



Let’s try another one: “Loopy Doopy. Orange and Green.”  
 
Q: What do you think a loopy doopy looks like? Use your imagination! 
 
(When everyone is done, compare drawings and look at LeWitt’s version:) 
 

 
 
Today we’re going to make our own art recipes!  

Sol LeWitt 
 
Wall Drawing 880 
Loopy Doopy 
(orange and green). 
 
September 1998 
Acrylic paint 
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    LEVÁNTATE        DESCRIBE 
   

   

 
 
   

    ESCUCHA             DIBUJA

 
 

 


